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Decision flow diagram used to 

determine whether excavated soils 

might be considered a waste 

material

Are surplus soils expected?

Do the soils demonstrably 

meet the definition of Article 

2 1c of the Waste 

Framework Directive e.g. 

‘uncontaminated soil…’?

Is the soil being transferred 

to disposal, recovery or 

treatment?

Is there a clear, certain 

defined use for the soils?

Is disposal of the soil 

required?

Does the soil have a low or 

negative economic value? 

Are you paying to get rid of 

it?

Is the soil hazardous or 

polluting?

Likely to be non-waste.

See DoW CoP, or site-

specific End of Waste 

decision agreement with

EA / NRW. 

Likely to be waste. See WM3

Likely to be waste. See WM3

Or see DoW CoP: Cluster

Likely to be waste. See WM3

Likely to be waste. See WM3
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Likely to be non-waste as per 

the Waste Framework 

Directive Article 2 1c. 

Generate and keep 

supporting evidence.
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