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Scottish Vacant and Derelict Land 
Taskforce



11,000 hectares of VDL (3,500 + sites)

Large, diverse and fragmented amount of land

…huge potential



Transform Scotland’s approach to tackling vacant 
and derelict land, create the conditions necessary 
for eradicating persistent dereliction in urban 
communities and realise the social, economic and 
environmental benefits of returning unloved derelict 
urban land back to productive use. 



The Recommendations 











• Public sector investment decisions

• The profit motive Vs public interest

• Need for new approach to appraisal

• The case for change

• Practical guidance

Evidence Base 
BiGGAR Economics (2020), The Case for Change: A New Approach to Assessing 
the Benefits of the Productive Reuse of Land

https://landcommission.gov.scot/downloads/5f04dd06e4a5c_SLC%20Reuse%20of%20Land%20Final%20Case%20for%20Change%20Report%2017Apr20.pdf






• 589 DUSTEs - Derelict Urban 
Sites unused since 2000 or 
Earlier

– Most challenging

– Most harmful

– Most stuck

• Prevalence in deprived 
communities

• Private and complex 
ownership

• comprehensive list of 
national priorities

Evidence Base
Ryden (February 2020), Understanding Scotland’s Stuck Sites

https://landcommission.gov.scot/our-work/housing-development/vacant-and-derelict-land


• All research reports and resources 

• DUSTE map 

• Funding sources for site reuse 

• Guidance on assessing the benefits of 
productive land reuse 

• Community impact assessment tool

Resources

https://landcommission.gov.scot/downloads/5dd7d40674102_VDL-Funding-Source_20191008-FINAL-2.pdf
https://landcommission.gov.scot/downloads/5dd7d40674102_VDL-Funding-Source_20191008-FINAL-2.pdf
https://landcommission.gov.scot/downloads/5dd7d40674102_VDL-Funding-Source_20191008-FINAL-2.pdf
https://landcommission.gov.scot/downloads/5f48e7a98c655_Land%20Reuse%20Framework.pdf
https://landcommission.gov.scot/downloads/5f75b8e59a1ac_VDL%20Community%20Impact%20Tool.pdf

